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2161 August 14, 1914 

Meat; Inspection — Slaughterhouses; Permit and Sanitary Regulation. (Ord. 5357, 

May 28, 1913.) 

Section 1. Yard limits. — It shall be unlawful for any person, firm, or corporation 
within the limits of the city of Tacoma to yard cattle, sheep, swine, or other animals 
for the purpose of slaughtering or to slaughter the same for food, or to cure and pack 
the meat therefrom or to render and manufacture any animal matter therefrom into 
lard, tallow, or fertilizer; or to change the form thereof in any manner by the use of 
steam, heat, fire, chemicals, or otherwise, except within the following-described 
limits, viz: [The limits are given in the ordinance.] 

Sec. 2. Permit and method. — It shall be unlawful to conduct or carry on within the 
district hereinabove described any of the businesses hereinabove enumerated, unless 
such business shall at all times be so conducted as to create the least offense and no 
nuisance, and shall be carried on with the most modern approved means and methods, 
and so conducted that all portions of animals slaughtered and all animal matter and 
refuse therefrom shall be entirely removed and disposed of and converted into whole- 
some and uninfected food and products for the market within 24 hours after any such 
slaughter; and otherwise in entire accordance with the laws of the State of Washing- 
ton, the provisions of this ordinance and all other ordinances of the city of Tacoma, 
and under and subject to the conditions of the permit from the board of health of the 
city of Tacoma, as hereinafter provided, which permit shall be issued only upon the 
filing with the health officer of the city of Tacoma of a written application therefor, 
specifying the place, location, and character of the business for which the permit ia 
desired, and having attached thereto the consent in writing of the owners or lessors 
of the building or premises in which the business is to be conducted, and signed by 
the person, firm, or corporation applying for such permit, and which permit shall 
specify that the same is issued under the provisions of this ordinance and is subject to 
revocation for noncompliance with the provisions of this ordinance; but before such 
permit shall become effective the grantee thereof shall procure from the city clerk a 
license to carry on such business at the place described in the permit for the period 
of one year, and for which he shall pay the sum of $100: Provided, That licenses 
issued at the date of the passage of this ordinance shall be sufficient until the expira- 
tion of the time for which they were issued. 

Sec. 3. Cleansing of premises. — Every butcher and every person owning, leasing, or 
occupying any place, room, or building where any cattle have been or are killed or 
dressed, and every person being the owner, lessee, or occupant of any room or stable 
where any cattle may be kept, or of any market, public .or private, and having power 
and authority so to do, shall cause such room, building, stall, or market and their yards 
and appurtenances to be thoroughly cleansed and purified, and all offal, blood, fat 
refuse, garbage, unwholesome, or offensive matter to be removed therefrom at least 
once every 24 hours after the use thereof for any of the purposes in this ordinance 
referred to; and shall also at all times keep all woodwork of any building used on the 
premises as aforesaid thoroughly cleansed. 

Sec 4. Ventilation and sewerage.- — Every building occupied wholly or partly as a 
slaughterhouse, and every part thereof, and all appurtenances thereto, shall at all 
times be kept adequately and thoroughly ventilated, and no blood shall be allowed 
to remain therein overnight; and adequate underground connections shall be made 
from every such building with the public sewer or with the system of drainage, to 
carry out the provisions and intent of this ordinance; and the floors of such buildings 
and the yards and appurtenances upon which the slaughtering is done or upon which 
any blood is allowed to gather, shall be cemented and paved so as not to absorb blood 
and so as to carry all liquid into the sewers or system of drainage. 

Sec. 5. Regulations. — No person or persons, firm, or corporation shall kill or dress 
any animal or meat in any public or retail market, or have or permit to escape there- 
from, or within 100 feet thereof, any poisonous, noxious, or offensive substance. 
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Sec. 6. Some. — All persons engaged in the business of boiling or rendering of fat, 
lard, or animal matter shall cause the scraps or residuum to be so dried or otherwise 
prepared as to effectively deprive such material of all offensive odors, and to preserve 
the same entirely inoffensive immediately after the removal thereof from the recep- 
tacle in which the rendering process may be conducted. 

Sec. 7. Same. — -All blood, fat, tallow, or lard shall be melted or rendered when 
fresh from the slaughtered animal and taken direct from the place of slaughter in a 
condition free from taint, decay, and all other causes of offense, and all melting to 
lender, drying, and manufacturing into fertilizers and other products Bhall be done 
according to the best and most approved methods, and all matters shall be converted 
into wholesome and inoffensive foods and products within 24 hours after slaughter. 

Sec. 8. Inspection. — It shall be unlawful for any person, firm, or corporation to 
sell, offer for sale, or expose for sale the meat of any animal, except poultry and game, 
intended for human consumption in the city of Tacoma unless such meat bears the 
stamp, mark, or tag indication of inspection by the Bureau of Animal Industry of 
the Department of Agriculture of the United States: Provided, however, That this sec- 
tion shall not be construed to prohibit producers residing beyond the limits of the 
city of Tacoma from killing animals and selling the same within the city, but no suce 
animal or parts of animals shall be sold until the same shall have been inspected in 
such place and in such manner as may be designated by the board of health. 

Sec 9. Health officer. — The health officer of the city of Tacoma and all accredited 
officers of the department of health and sanitation shall have free entrance at all hours 
of the day or night to all buildings used for the purposes specified in this ordinance 
and the right to freely and unrestrainedly examine all appurtenances and utensils 
used in any such business, manufacturing process, or the disposal of gases generated 
in such business or manufacturing process, for the purpose of ascertaining whether 
the provisions of this ordinance and all other ordinances of the city of Tacoma relat- 
ing to the preservation and protection of public health and regulating or prohibiting 
nuisances are being complied with. 

Sec 10. Penalties. — Any person, firm, or corporation who shall violate or fail to 
comply with any of the provisions of this ordinance shall be deemed guilty of a mis- 
demeanor and upon conviction thereof shall be fined in any sum not exceeding $100, 
or imprisoned in the city jail for a term not exceeding 30 days, or both so fined and 
imprisoned ; and each day said person, firm, or corporation shall continue to violate 
or fail to comply with any of the provisions of this ordinance shall be deemed and 
considered a separate offense. 

Sec 11. Repeal. — That ordinance No. 978, approved February 2, 1895, be, and the 
same is hereby, repealed. 

Board of Health — Organization — Enforcement of Regulations. (Ord. 5245, Mar. 

5, 1913.) 

Section 1. That there is hereby established a city board of health, consisting of 
the mayor and the other members of the city council. 

Sec 2. The board of health may at any time it may deem it necessary employ 
assistance to aid the health officer in case of any contagious or infectious disease. 
******* 

Sec 36. It shall be the duty of the chief of police to cause to be executed all orders 
of the health officer so far as they relate to the preservation of the health of the city. 

Sec 37. It shall be the duty of every policeman of the city of Tacoma to report 
promptly at the office of the health officer any violation of the provisions of this ordi- 
nance that may become known to him while on duty, and he is authorized to cause 
its abatement. 



